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To all Marines:
Due to the new outbreak of the pandemic our January
7, 2021 meeting will be held via Zoom. The Zoom
meeting will start at 7:30PM. Detail will follow.

Commandant’s Message
As we turn the page on what has
been a difficult and tumultuous
2020 we look forward to a new
normal in 2021. Life will never
go back to the good old days.
How we conduct our Detachment
affairs will change. Our meetings
have gone from in-person to
Zoom, our Birthday Ball has gone
from a celebration of many to a
private service for a few. I especially lament the absence of
Bingo at the Veterans Home in
Paramus. No one knows what the
Good Lord has planned for us in
2021 but we are Marines and we
must adopt and improvise. Let
me start by thanking those Marines who joined us at Cedar Lane
in Teaneck for our annual Toys
for Tots collection on the afternoon of 11 December 2020: Al
Frater, Rhonda Pekow, Carl Peter
and Alec Stoichkov. Also for
their presence on 21 December at
the Woodcliff Lake Police Department and the Lodi American
Legion Post we thank Al Frater
and Art Swain. Art although not
a Gooney Bird helps every year
by providing his vintage deuce

and half Military Cargo Truck for
the collection and transport of the
toys. Finally we must give a special salute to Al Frater for his tireless effort every year in organizing the Toys for Tots Program for
our Detachment. On another matter we are pleased with the partnership developed between Jim
Biringer and Zohar Swaine which
will provide backup for the very
important Paymaster function.
We would like to see similar relationships developed with other
positions, particularly concerned
with providing redundancy in our
Monthly Newsletter. If anyone is
interested in helping Carl Peter
write and publish the Newsletter
we would be most appreciative.
We also want to thank Jim Biringer, our Paymaster for the private tutorial he gave me on the
Detachment's finances and to former Commandant Pat Korczak
for giving me her Detachment
archives and most important for
her generous donation of time in
walking me through a myriad of
important issues. We have tenta(Continued on page 2)
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Meeting on Thursday
January 7 at 7:30PM.

tively scheduled a Rose
Program on Saturday
February 6th at Kings in
Cresskill. We'll provide
further details as they
become available but
please pencil the date on
your calendar. We hope
you can join us for our
Det ac hm ent Zo o m

On behalf of Midas, my
wife and friend for over
fifty years, we wish you
and yours a healthy and
safe New Year. STAY
SAFE - STAY HOME STAY HEALTHY WEAR YOUR MASK MAINTAIN SOCIAL
DISTANCE and follow
the guidelines of the Cen-

(Continued

ters for Disease Control
(CDC). Finally, in closing
we ask our Heavenly Father to watch over all our
Gooney Birds and as al-

ways may He continue
to Bless America and
the United States Marine Corps.
Semper Fi
John Hernandez
Commandant

Newsletter Editor

201-837-1071

Carl Peter

carlpeter@verizon.net
Membership:
Jim Biringer

goo22ney@optimum.net
Veterans Affairs:

404-617-0022

Gina Pollut

gpollut@yahoo.com
Historian:

201-387-1529

Dave Biesel

Detachment News
Al Frater was successful obtaining ads this year. He was the one who worked out
the details with the Barker Detachment. Like the past, he consolidated all the ads
that were received and worked out the details. We thank Al for his time and effort.
The officers want to thank those members and those outside companies and individuals who contributed toward our 2020 Journal. The Journal was successful
despite the situation. The Journal Book was not printed by our regular printer.
The Gooney Bird Detachment joined forces with the Barker Detachment to print
an ad Journal. Those who get a copy of the Journal Book will see it’s smaller but
it’s still in color. The printing was FREE. Thus, all the monies we received from
the ads were put directly in the general funds (minus minor expenses). Hopefully,
we will get back to a normal situation in 2021, and we may be able to have a bigger Ball. and Ball Journal.
Be safe and healthy
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year!
Semper Fi
Jim Biringer
Paymaster

ALL MEMBERS:
REPLACEMENT CARDS
Those who need replacement - annual cards, gold life cards, laminated cards . See
the Marine Corp. League website - mclnational.org. You can scroll on the front
page to REPLACEMENT CARD. Click - there is a form to order and pay. $10.00
laminated regular cards and $20.00 replacement of gold cards.

201-546-2439

d.biesel@verizon.net
Scholarship:

201-906-1197

Al Frater

teanal@optonline.net
Toys for Tots:

201-906-1197

Al Frater

teanal@optonline.net
Parades and Ceremonies:

Alex Stoichkov 201-280-9452
ak3083@aol.com
Boy Scouts:
Al Frater

201-906-1197

teanal@optonline.net
Ball Journal:
Dave Biesel

201-387-1529

d.biesel@verizon.net
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Detachment News
LICENSE PLATES
A reminder, all requests for MCL Plates are to come through the paymaster. The paymaster will send out the
application and instructions. Once completed, please send the paymaster the paperwork and the check.
All instructions and forms are on the MCL NJ State website https://dnjmcl.org/forms-docs/
Any questions, please call or email.
Semper Fi
Jim Biringer
Paymaster/Membership Chairman
ROSE PROGRAM
We will probably be doing a rose program on February 6 th at Kings in Cresskill. We spoke to the manager and
he has to get approval from corporate, but does not see a problem. We send out a notice when the program is
confirmed.
Al Frater
District 2 Vice Commandant
Department of NJ
Marine Corps League
201-906-1197

On Friday December 11, 2020 we formed up on Cedar Lane to collect toys for the Toys for Tots program. It
was a good day and we collected a good amount of toys giving consideration to the current Pandemic. Helping out was Al Frater, Alex Stoichkov, Ronda Pekow, Carl Peter and John Hernandez. Their help was greatly
appreciated.
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Here’s Alex accepting some toys from a passenger in a car on Cedar Lane. This picture
was in The Record.

On Monday December 21st Al
Frater, John Hernandez and Art
Swain, with his truck, picked up
toys at the Woodcliff Lake Police
Department.
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On November 7th Al Frater, John
Hernandez and Jim Biringer
picked up toys collected by the
Red Hat Ladies. We thank them
very much for their help for the
Toys for Tots program

Women will attend boot camp at San Diego Marine Corps Recruit Depot
for first time in history
For the first time in Marine Corps history,
women will be trained
at Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego.
The Corps’ West Coast
recruit depot traditionally has trained enlisted
men born west of the
Mississippi River, but
all women who enlist in
the Corps have been
shipped to Marine
Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island, South
Carolina.
All boot camp training
companies, regardless
of which depot they had
trained at, had been segregated by gender until

2019, when the Corps
started experimenting
with gender-integrating
boot camp companies at
Parris Island, South
Carolina.
Between January 2019
and April 2020, the
Corps completed nine
training cycles that consisted of one all-female
platoon and five allmale platoons.
In February the Corps
will recreate those integrated companies in San
Diego with roughly 60
women forming a platoon of Lima Company,
3rd Recruit Training
Battalion, that will train

alongside the male recruits, Military.com first
reported.
“In an effort to forge
Marines of the highest
quality, we must give
them every opportunity
to succeed,” Brig. Gen.
Ryan P. Heritage, the
commanding general for
Marine Corps Recruit
Depot San Diego, said
in a press release. “This
is the first time we are
able to give Marines
who graduate from
MCRD San Diego the
same integrated experience that many of their
peers at Parris Island
have received already.”

“The opportunity and
experience these young
men and women will
get in terms of training
and learning from oneanother is immeasurably
important to prepare all
of our Marines for success, and this also will
get us one step closer to
understanding the facilities and personnel
needed to make this a
sustained reality,” he
added.
www.marinecorpstimes.
com

Gooney Bird News
January, 2021

Page 6

Volume XLIII
Number I

Notes on the Marine Corps Birthday
can merchant ships sailing near the North African coast. With no Navy
or Marines to protect
them, and a Congress
unable to pay pirate ransoms, the merchants
were at the mercy of the
pirates.

November 10, 1775,
may be the commonly
celebrated birthday of
the Marine Corps, but it
wasn't actually established as its own branch
until about 23 years
later.
On July 11, 1798, U.S.
President John Adams
signed "An Act for Establishing and Organizing a Marine Corps,"
effectively creating a
new branch of the military.
"The act further stipulated that when at sea
the Marines would be
under the command of
the Navy, and on shore,
the Army," wrote military historian Chester
Hearn in an email to
Camp Pendleton Patch.
"This peculiar compromise plagued the Corps

for years to come."

tal Navy.

Hearn has written some
37 military and government history books, almost half of them about
the Navy or Marine
Corps.

"The government auctioned off warships, and
the Continental Marines
ceased to exist," Hearn
wrote. "Major Samuel
Nicholas, the first Marine officer, returned to
his former occupation as
owner of Tun Tavern in
Philadelphia."

The end of the American Revolution was
marked by the signing
of the Treaty of Paris on
April 11, 1783. With
that, the Continental
Congress dissolved the
Marines and Continen-

In 1794, the first Continental Congress began
to address the issue of
pirate attacks on Ameri-

"Congress reactivated
the navy and authorized
the construction of five
ships, each to carry a
compliment of Marines," Hearn wrote.
"For four years a legislative battle ensued over
the organization of the
Marines Corps."

Sgt. Thomas M. Dunne,
USMC
1967-1971
Vietnam
Veteran
Detachment #1 143
Eastern Panhan dle
Marine Corps League
Martinsburg, WV

Nota Bene
The deadline for submission of articles for
the February 2021
Gooney Bird News is
January 18, 2021

If you have moved,
changed your phone
number or email address, please let us
know so we can keep

you up-to-date about the
Detachment’s activities.
If anyone has something
to put in the newsletter,
including pictures,

please send it to me.
Semper Fi
Carl Peter
Newsletter Editor

Semper Fidelis
Visit us at www.gooneybird.org or follow us on Facebook

